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PHILOSOPHICAL DELUSIONS, 3

But, in narrating the career of such men, it will
be found that many of them united several or all
of the functions just mentioned; that the alchy-
mist was a fortune-tellet, or a necromancer ~— that
he pretended to cure all maladies by touch or
charm, and to work miracles of every kind. In
the dark and early ages of European history, this
is more especially the case. "Even as we advance
to more recent periods, we shall find great difficulty
in separating the characters, = The alchymist sel-
dom confined himself strictly to his pretended sci-
ence — the sorcerer and necromancer to theirs, or
the medical charlatan to his. Beginning with
alchymy, some confusion of these classes is una-
voidable; but the ground will clear for us as we
advance. _

Let us not, in the pride of our superior know-
ledge, turn with contempt from the follies of
our predecessors. The study of the errors into
which great minds have fallen in the pursuit of
truth can never be uninstructive. As the man
looks back to the days of his childhood and his
youth, and recalls to his mind the strange notions
and false opinions that swayed his actions at that
time, that he may wonder at them, so should so-
ciety, for its edification, look back to the opinions
which governed the ages fled. He is but a super-
ficial thinker who would despise and refuse to hear
of them merely because they are absurd. No man
is so wise but that he may learn some wisdom from
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4 PHILOSOPHICAL DELUSIONS,

his past errors, either of thought or action, and
no society has made such advances as to be capable
of no improvement from the retrospect of its past
folly and creduiity. And not only is such a study
instructive: he who reads for amusement only,
will find no chapter in the annals of the human
mind more amusing than this. It opens out the
whole realm of fiction-—the wild, the fantastic, and
the wonderful, and all the immense variety of
things ¢ that are not, and cannot be; but that
have been imagined and believed.”



BOOK I.

——"——

THE ALCHYMISTS;
OR,
' SEARCHERS FOR THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE
AND

THE WATER OF LIFE.

« Mercury (loguitur}—The mischief a secret any of them know,
above the consuming of coals and drawing of usquebaugh! How-
soever they may pretend, under the specious names of Geber,
Amold, Lulli, or bombast of Hohenheim, to commit miracles i
art, and treason against nature! Az if the title of philosopher, that
creature of glory, were to be fetched out of a furnace! I am their
crude, and their sublimate, their precipitate, and their unctions;
their male and their female, sometimes their hermaphrodite—what
they list to style me! They will caleine you a grave matron,
as it might be a mether of the maids, and spring up a young virgin
out of her ashes, as fresh as a phenix; lay you an old courtier on
the coals, like a sausage or a bloat-herring, and, after they have
broiled him enough, blow a eoul into him, with a pair of bellows
See! they begin to muster again, and draw their forces out against
me! The genius of the place defend me I"—Bax Jonson's Masque
“ Mercury vindicated from the Alchymists.”












THE ALCHYMISTS. 9

GEBER.

Of this philosopher, who devoted his life to the
study of alchymy, but few particulars are known.
He is thought to have lived in the year 730. His
true name was Abou Moussah Djafar, to which
was added Al Sofi, or ¢ The Wise,” and he was
born at Hauran, in Mesopotamia.* Some have
thought he was a Greek, others a Spaniard, and
others, a prince of Hindostan : but, of all the mis-
takes which have been made respecting him, the
most ludicrous was that made by the French trans-
lator of Sprenger’s ¢ History of Medicine,” who
thought, from the sound of his name, that he was a
German, and rendered it as the “ Donnateur,” or
Giver. No details of his life are known ; but it is
asserted, that he wrote more than five hundred
works upon the philpsopher’s stone and the water
of life. He was a great enthusiast in his art, and
compared the incredulous to little children shut up
in a narrow room, without windows or aperture,
who, because they saw nothing beyond, denied the
existence of the great globe itself. He thought
that a preparation of gold would cure all maladies,
not only in man, but in the inferior animals and
plants. He also imagined that all the metals la-
boured under disease, with the exception of gold,
which was the only one in perfect health. He
affirmed, that the secret of the philosopher’s stone

* < Biographie Universelle.”












THE ALCHYMISTS. 13

AVICENNA.

Avicenna, whose real name was Ebn Cinna,
another great alchymist, was born at Bokhara, in
980. His reputation as a physician and a man
skilled in all sciences was so great, that the Sultan
Magdal Douleth resolved to try his powers in the
great science of government. He was accordingly
made Grand Vizier of that Prince, and ruled the
state with some advantage: but, in a science still
more difficult, he failed completely. He could not
rule his own passions, but gave himself up to wine
and women, and led a life of shameless debauchery.
Amid the multifarious pursuits of business and plea-
sure, he nevertheless found time to write seven trea<
tises upon the philosopher’s stone, which were for
many ages looked upon as of great value by pres
tenders to the art. It is rare that an eminent phy-
sician, as Avicenna appears to have been, abandons
himself to sensual gratification; but so completely:
did he become enthralled in the course of a few
years, that he was dismissed from his high office,
and died shortly afterwards, of premature old age
and a complication of maladies, brought on by de-
bauchery. His death took place in the year 1036.
After his time, few philosophers of any note in
Arabia are heard of as devoting themselves to the
study of alchymy; but it began shortly afterwards
to attract greater attention in Europe. Learned
men in France, England, Spain, and Italy expressed
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that he had not made a better choice. She, how-
ever, granted his request that he should become
the most excellent philosopher of the age; but set
this drawback to his pleasure, that he should re-
lapse, when at the height of his fame, into his
former incapacity and stupidity. Albertus never
took the trouble to contradict the story, but pro-
secuted his studies with such unremitting zeal that
his reputation speedily spread over all Europe. In
the year 1244, the celebrated Thomas Aquinas
placed himself under his tuition. Many extraordi-
nary stories are told of the master and his pupil
While they paid all due attention to other branches
of science, they never neglected the pursuit of the
philosopher’s stone and the eliair vite. Although
they discovered neither, it was believed that Albert
had seized some portion of the secret of life, and
found means to animate a brazen statue, upon the
formation of which, under proper conjunctions of
the planets, he had been occupied many years
of his life, He and Thomas Aquinas completed it
together, endowed it with the faculty of speech,
and made it perform the functions of a domestic
servant. In this capacity it was exceedingly use-
ful ; but, through some defect in the machinery,
it chattered much more than was agreeable to
either philosopher. Various remedies were tried
to cure it of its garrulity, but in vain; and one
day Thomas Aquinas was so enraged at the noise
it made, when he was in the midst of a mathemati-












THE ALCHYMISTS. 19

spot for their exercise, and Thomas Aquinas was
left in peace.*

Albertus Magnus was made Bishop of Ratisbon
in 1259; but he occupied the See only four years,
when he resigned, on the ground that its duties
occupted too much of the time which he was
anxious to devote to philosophy. He died in
Cologne in 1280, at the advanced age of eighty-
seven. The Dominican writers deny that he ever
sought the philosopher’s stone, but his treatise
upon minerals sufficiently proves that he did.

ARTEPHIUS,

Artephius, a name noted in the annals of al-
chymy, was born in the early part of the twelfth
century. He wrote two famous treatises; the one
upon the philosopher’s stone, and the other on the
art of prolonging human life. In the latter he
vaunts his great qualifications for instructing man-
kind on such a matter, as he was at that time
in the thousand and twenty-fifth year of his age!
He had many disciples who believed in his extreme
age, and who attempted to prove that he was
Apollonius of Tyana, who lived soon after the ad-
vent of Jesus Christ, and the particulars of whose
life and pretended miracles have been so fully
described by Philostratus. He took good care

* Naudé, “ Apologie dea Grands Hommes accusés de Magie ;"

chap. xvii,
c2






























THE ALCHYMISTS. 29

and, being as great a fanatic as his master, he re-
solved to gratify his wish, and punish him, at the
same time, for the curses which he incessantly
launched against Mahomet and all who believed in
him, by stabbing him to the heart. He, therefore,
aimed a blow at his master, as he sat one day at
table; but the instinct of self-preservation being
stronger than the desire of martyrdom, Raymond
grappled with his antagonist, and overthrew him.
He scorned to take his life himself; but handed him
over to the authorities of the town, by whom he was
afterwards found dead in his prison.

After this adventure Raymond travelled to Paris,
where he resided for some time, and made the ac-
quaintance of Arnold de Villeneuve. From him he
probably received some encouragement to search
for the philosopher’s stone, as he began from that
time forth to devote less of his attention to religious
matters, and more to the study of alchymy. Still
he never lost sight of the great object for which he
lived — the conversion of the Mahometans — and
proceeded to Rome, to communicate personally with
Pope John XXI, on the best measures to be adopted
for that end. The Pope gave him encouragement
in words, but failed to associate any other persons
with him in the enterprise which he meditated.
Raymond, therefore, set out for Tunis alone, and
was kindly received by many Arabian philosophers,
who had heard of his fame as a professor of al-
chymy. Ifhe had stuck to alchymy while in their






THE ALCHYMISTS. 81

silver, lead, and pewter, to the amount of six mil-
lions. The writers in the “ Biographie Uni-
verselle,” an excellent authority in general, deny
that Raymond was ever in England, and say, that
in all these stories of his wondrous powers as an
alchymist, he has been mistaken for another Ray-
mond, a Jew, of Tarragona. Naudé, in his “ Apo.
logie,” says, simply, ¢ that six millions were given
by Raymond Lulli to King Edward, to make war
against the Turks and other infidels :” not that he
transmuted so much metal into gold; but, as be
afterwards adds, that he advised Edward to lay
a tax upon wool, which produced that amount. To
show that Raymond went to England, his admirers
quote a work attributed to him, * De Transmu-
tatione Anime Metallorum,” in which he expressly
says, that he was in England at the intercession of
the King.* The hermetic writers are not agreed
whether it was Edward I, or Edward II, who in-
vited him over; but, by fixing the date of his
journey in 13812, they make it appear that it was
Edward II. Edmond Dickenson, in his work on
the “ Quintessences of the Philosophers,” says, that
Raymond worked in Westminster Abbey, where,
a long time after -his departure, there was found in
the cell which he had occupied, a great quantity of
golden dust, of which the architects made a great
profit. In the biographical sketch of John Cremer,

* Vidimus omnia ista dum ad Angliam transiimus, propler in-
tercessionem Domini Regis Edoardi ilustrissims.


























































































THE ALCHYMISTS. 61

born in the year 1462, at the village of Trittheim,
in the electorate of Tréves. His father was Jobn
Heidenberg, a vine-grower, in easy circumstances,
who, dying when his son was but seven years old,
left him to the care of his mother. The latter
married again very shortly afterwards, and neg-
lected the poor boy, the offspring of ber first mar-
riage. At the age of fifteen he did not even know
his letters, and was, besides, balf starved, and other-
wise ill-treated by his step-father; but the love of
knowledge germinated in the breast of the unfortu-
nate youth, and bhe learned to read at the house of
a neighbour. His father-in-law set him to work in
the vineyards, and thus occupied all his days; but
the nights were his own. He often stole out un-
heeded, when all the household were fast asleep,
poring over his studies in the fields, by the light of
the moon ; and thus taught himself Latin and the
rudiments of Greek. He was subjected to so much
ill-usage at home, in consequence of this love of
study, that he determined to leave it. Demanding
the patrimony which his father had left him, he
proceeded to Tréves; and, assuming the name of
Trithemius, from that of his native village of Tritt-
heim, lived there for some months, under the tuition
of eminent masters, by whom he was prepared for
the university. At the age of twenty, he took it
" into his head that he should like to see his mother
once more ; and he set out on foot from the distant
university for that purpose. On his arrival near








































































THE ALCHYMISTS. 85

day, whose court absolutely swarmed with alchy-
mists, conjurers, astrologers, and quacks of every
description, made several attempts to discover the
philosopher’s stone, and thought he knew so much
about it, that he determined to enlighten the
world with a treatise. It is called the ¢ Royal
Work of Charles VI. of France, and the Treasure
of Philosophy.” It is said to be the original from
which Nicholas Flamel took the idea of his ¢ Désir
Désiré.” Lenglet du Fresnoy says it is very alle-
gorical, and utterly incomprehensible. For a more
complete list of the hermetic philosophers of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the reader is re-
ferred to the third volume of Lenglet’s History
already quoted.






























THE ALCHYMISTS. 95

fell down again, cold and lifeless as before, and was
carried by the crowd to the hospital, it being the
general opinton that he had expired in a fit of apo-
plexy. His conductor immediately disappeared.
When the body was examined, marks of strangula-
tion were found on the neck, and prints of the long
claws of the demon on various parts of it, These
appearances, together with a story, which soon ob-
tained currency, that the companion of the young
man had vanished in a cloud of flame and smoke,
opened people’s eyes to the truth. The magis-
trates of Louvain instituted inquiries; and the
result was, that Agrippa was obliged to quit the
town, '

Other authors besides Delrio relate similar stories
of this philosopher. The world in those days was
always willing enough to believe in tales of magic
and sorcery; and when, as in Agrippa’s case, the
alleged magician gave himself out for such, and
claimed eredit for the wonders he worked, it is not
surprising that the age should have allowed his
pretensions. It was dangerous boasting, which
sometimes led to the stake or the gallows, and
therefore was thought to be not without foundation.
Paulus Javius, in his ¢ Eulogia Doctorum Virorum,”
says, that the devil, in the shape of a large black
dog, attended Agrippa wherever he went. Thomas
Nash, in his adventures of Jack Wilton, relates, that
at the request of Lord Surrey, Erasmus, and some
other learned men, Agrippa called up from the
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THE ALCHYMISTS. 115

and delighted so much in his books, that he passed
regularly eighteen hours every day among them.
Of the other six, he devoted four to sleep and
two for refreshment. Such intense application did
not injure his health, and could not fail to make
him one of the first scholars of his time. Unfor-
tunately, however, he quitted the mathematics and
the pursuits of true philosophy to indnlge in the
unprofitable reveries of the occult sciences, He
studied alchymy, astrology, and magic, and thereby
rendered himself obnoxious to the authorities at
Cambridge. To avoid persecution, he was at last
obliged to retire to the university of Louvain; the
rumours of sorcery that were current respecting him
rendering his longer stay in England not altogether.
without danger. He found at Louvain many kin-
dred spirits who had known Cornelius Agrippa
while he resided among them, and by whom he
was constantly entertained with the wondrous deeds
of that great master of the hermetic mysteries.
From their conversation he received much encou-
ragement to continue the search for the philo.
sopher’s stone, which soon began to occupy nearly
all his thoughts.

He did not long remain on the Continent, but
returned to England in 1551, being at that time
in the twenty-fourth year of his age. By the in-
fluence of his friend, Sir John Cheek, he was kindly
received at the court of King Edward VI, and

rewarded (it is difficult to say for what) with a
12
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THE ALCHYMISTS. 161

then they mended their diet with the smell of
flowers. He said that in really pure air * there
was a fine foreign fatness,” with which it was
sprinkled by the sunbeams, and which was quite
sufficient for the nourishment of the generality of
mankind. Those who had enormous appetites he
had no objection to see take animal food, since
they could not do without it; but he obstinately
insisted that there was no necessity why they
should eat it. If they put a plaster of nicely-
cooked meat upon their epigastrium, it would be
sufficient for the wants of the most robust and
voracious! They would by that means let in no
diseases, as they did at the broad and common
gate, the mouth, as any one might see by example
of drink; for, all the while 2 man sat in water, he
was never athirst. He had known, he said, many
Rosicrucians, who, by applying wine in this man.
ner, had fasted for years together. In fact, quoth
Heydon, we may easily fast all our life, though it
be three hundred years, withont any kind of meat,
and so cut off all danger of disease.

This “sage philosopher” further informed his
wondering contemporaries that the chiefs of the
doctrine always carried about with them to their
place of meeting their symbol, called the R. C.
which was an ebony cross, flourished and decked
with roses of gold; the cross typifying Christ’s
sufferings upon the Cross for our sins, and the
roses of gold the glory and beauty of his Resurrec-

VoL. 1L M






THE ALCHYMISTS. 163

the diamond. It irradiates every metal, and en.
riches lead with all the properties of gold. It
heightens smoke into flame, flame into light, and
light into glory.” He further added ¢ that a single
ray of it dissipates pain, and care, and melancholy
from the person on whom it falls, In short,” says
he, ‘its presence naturally changes every place
into a kind of heaven.’ After he had gone on for
some time in this unintelligible cant, I found that
he jumbled natural and moral ideas together into
the same discourse, and that his great secret was
nothing else but content,”

Jacos BOHMEN.

It is now time to speak of Jacob Bohmen, who
thought he could discover the secret of the trans-
mutation of metals in the Bible, and who invented
a strange heterogeneous doctrine of mingled al.
ehymy and religion, and founded upon it the sect
of the Aurea-crucians. He was born at Gorlitz,
in Upper Lusatia, in 1575; and followed, till his
thirtieth year, the occupation of a shoemaker. In
this obscurity he remained, with the character of
a visionary and a man of unsettled mind, until the
promulgation of the Rosicrucian philosophy in his
pert of Germany, toward the year 1607 or 1608.
From that time he began to neglect his leather,
and buried his brain under the rubbish of meta-
physics. The works of Paracelsus fell into his

hands; and these, with the reveries of the Rosi.
M2




































THE ALCHYMISTS. 175

six years in this manner at the court of Frederic;
but that monarch dying in 1670, he was left with-
out a protector,

Az he had made more enemies than friends in
Copenhagen, and had nothing to hope from the
succeeding sovereign, he sought an asylum in
snother country. He went first to Saxony; but
met so little encouragement, and encountered sq
much denger from the emissaries of the Inquisi-
tion, that he did not remain there many months.
Anticipating nothing but persecution in every
country that acknowledged the spiritual autho-
rity of the Pope, he appears to have taken the
resolution to dwell in Turkey, and turn Mussul.
man. On his arrival at the Hungarian frontier, on
his way to Constantinople, he was arrested on sus-
picion of being concerned in the conspiracy of the
Counts Nadasdi and Frangipani, which had just
been discovered. In vain he protested his inno-
- cence, and divulged his real name and profession.
He was detained in prison, and a letter despatched
to the Emperor Leopold to know what should be
done with him. The star of his fortunes was on
the decline. The letter reached Leopeld at an un-
lucky moment. The Pope’s Nuncio was closeted
with his Majesty; and he no sooner heard the
name of Joseph Francia Borri, than he demanded
him as a prisoner of the Holy See. The request
was complied with; and Borri, closely manacled,
was sent under an escort of saldiers to the prison of
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the Inquisition at Rome. He was too much of an
impostor to be deeply tinged with fanaticism, and
was not vawilling to make a public recantation of
his heresies if he could thereby save his life. When
the proposition was made to bim, he accepted it
with eagerness. His punishment was to be com-
muted into the hardly less severe one of perpetunal
impriscoment ; but he was too bappy to escape
the clutch of the executioner at any price, and he
made the amende honorable in face of the assembled
multitades of Rome on the 27th of October 1672.
He was then transferred to the prisons of the Castle
of St.Angelo, where he remained till his death,
twenty-three years afterwards. It is said that, to-
wards the close of his life, considerable indulgence
was granted him; that he was allowed to have
s laboratory, and to cheer the solitude of his
dungeon by searching for the philosopher’s stone.
Queen Christina, during her residence at Rome,
frequently visited the old man, to converse with
him wpon chemistry and the doctrines of the Rosi-
crucians, She even obtained permission that he
should leave his prison occasionally for a day or
two, and reside in her palace, she being responsible
for his return to coptivity. She encouraged him to
search for the great secret of the alchymists, and
provided him with money for the purpose. It may
well be supposed that Borri benefited most by this
acquaintance, and that Christina got nothing but
experience. It is not sure that she gained even
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mont, Bexrichas, Kirchen, Boerhazve, and 2 somre
foutd of the science, and commtenanced its professars.
Helveting, the gramdfather of the celeluated plilo-
sopher of the same mame, asmerts that he =w an
inderior metal turmed into gold by a stranger, at
the Hague, in 1666. He says that, sittimg eme day
m bis study, 2 man, who was dressed as a respect-
able burgher of North Holland, 20d very modest
sad simple in his appearance, called wpon him, with
the intention of dispelling his doubts relative to
the philosopher’s stone. He asked Helvetius if he
thought he should know that rare gem if he saw
it. To which Helvetius replied, that he certainly
should not. The bargher immediately drew from
bis pocket a small ivory box, containing three
pieces of metal, of the colour of brimstone, and
exiremely heavy; and assared Helvetins, that of
them he could make as much as twenty tons of
gold. Helvetius informs us, that he examined
them very attentively; and seeing that they were
very brittle, he took the opportunity to scrape off
a very small portion with his thumb-nail. He then
returned them to the stranger, with an entreaty
that he would perform the process of transmutation
before him. The stranger replied, that he was not
sllowed to do so, and went away. After his de-
parture, Helvetius procured a crucible and a por-
tion of lead, into which, when in a state of fusion,
he threw the stolen grain from the philosopher’s
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sreentormth crmury, extsiivies 2 panie achuesl
the city S the mody of Kchemer, mnt gor nx-
towes himwelf vpon fhe sciawee Soim Semciion
Boder, of Spire, sopuired geem repurzcam = the
sonur guriod; xd was oogvisced that mnwh geid
might b made ot of it senes br 2 pocnier
privim, and the 20d of that grand md mevsspee-
hensille svbstance, the philosophers stome. He
seude 3 projasiton to the FEaxoperor Leopeld of
Amviria, 1o 5d Tim e these experiments ; bt the
bope of succens was oo remote, aad the presest
expemee too great to tesspt that mevarch; amd
he therelore gave Becher much of kis praise, bat
none o bis money. Becher afterwards tried the
fStates-reneral of Holland, with o better suovess.
With regard to the mpumerable tricks by which
opostors persuaded the world that they had smc-
eeeded In making gold, and of which so mamy
stories were current about this period, a very satis-
factory report was read by M. Geoffroy, the elder,
st the sitting of the Royal Academy of Sciences, at
Paris, on the 15th of April, 1722. As it relates
principally to the alchymic cheats of the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries, the following abridgment
of it may not be out of place in this portion of our
history :-~The instances of successful transmutation
wore »o numerous, and apparently so well anthenti-
cuted, thet nothing short of so able an exposure as
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FORTUNE TELLING.

And men still grope t’ anticipate
The cabinet designs of Fate ;
Apply to wizards to foresee
‘What shall and what shall never be.
Hudsibras, part iii. canto 3.

IN accordance with the plan laid down in the
introduction to this volume, we proceed to the con-
sideration of the follies into which men have been
led by their eager desire to pierce the thick dark-
ness of futurity. God himself, for his own wise
purposes, has more than once undrawn the im-
penetrable veil which shrouds those awful secrets;
and, for purposes just as wise, he has decreed that,
except in these instances, ignorance shall be our lot
for ever. It is happy for man that he does not
know what the morrow is to bring forth; but, un-
aware of this great blessing, he has, in all ages of
the world, presumptuously endeavoured to trace
the events of unborn centuries, and anticipate the
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256 FORTUNE TELLING.

The prophecies of Nostradamus consist of up-
wards of a thousand stanzas, each of four lines, and

‘are to the full as obscure as the oracles of old.

They take so great a latitude, both as to’time and
space; that they are almost sure to be fulfilled
somewhere or other in the course of a few centuries.
A little ingenuity like that evinced by Lilly, in his
explanation about General Monk and the dreadful
dead man, might easily make events to fit some of
them.* ‘

He is to this day extremely popular in France
and the Walloon country of Belgium, where old
farmer-wives consult him with great confidence and
assiduity.

, * Let uatry. In his second century, prediction 66, he says,—
‘ From great dangers the captive is escaped. .
A Tittle time, great fortune changed,
In the palace the people are caught.
By good sugury the city is besieged.”
¢ What is this,” a believer might exclaim, * but. the escape of Na-
poleon from Elba—his changed fortune, and the occupation of
Paris by the allied armies ?”—Let us try again. In his third cen-
tury, prediction 98, he says,—
* Two royal brothers will make fierce war on each other;
So mortal shall be the strife between them,
That each one shall occupy a fort againat the other ;

. For their reign and life shall be the quarrel.” :
Some Lillius Redivivus would find no difficulty in this prediction,
To use a vulgar phrase, it is as clear as a pikestaff, Had not the
astrologer in view Don Migue! and Don Pedro when he penned
thie stanza, so much less obscure and orecular thap the rest? -
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Theomancy, pretending to divine by the revelation of
the Spirit, and. by the Scriptures, or word of God.

Demonomancy, by the aid. of devils and evil spirits, -

Idolomancy, by idols, images, and figures,

Psychomancy, by the soul affections, or dispesitions
of men.

Antinopomancy, by the entrails of human beings.

Theriomancy, by beasts.

Ovrnithomancy, by birds.

Ichthyomancy, by fishes.

Botanomancy, by herbs,

Lithomancy, by stones.

Kleromaney, by lots,

Oneiromancy, by dreams.

Onomancy, by names.

Arithmancy, by numbers.

Logarithmancy, by logarithms,

Sternomancy, by the marks from the breast to the
belly. :

Gastromancy, by the sound -of, or marks upon, the
beily.

Omphelomancy, by the navel.

Chiromancy, by the hands.

Pedomancy, by the feet.

Onchyomancy, by the nails.

Cephaleonomancy, by asses’ heads.

Tuphramancy, by ashes,

Kapnomancy, by smoke,

Livanomancy, by the burning of incense.

Keromancy, by the melting of wax, - - .
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Lecanomancy, by basins of water.

Katoriromancy, by looking-glasses.

Chartomancy, by writing in papers, and by Valen-
tines. _

Macharomancy, by knives and swords.

C'rystallomancy, by crystals,

Doactylomancy, by rings.

Koseinomancy, by sieves.

Axinomancy, by saws.

Kaltabomancy, by vessels of brass, or other metal.

Spatalamancy, by skins, bones, &ec.

Roadomancy, by stars.

Sciomancy, by shadows.

Astragalomancy, by dice.

Oinomancy, by the lees of wine.

Sycomancy, by figs.

Typomancy, by cheese.

Alphitomancy, by meal, flour, or bran.

Krithomancy, by corn or grain.

Alectromancy, by cocks.

Gyromancy, by circles.

Lampadomancy, by candles and lamps.

Oxerro-cRITICIBM, or the art of interpreting
dreams, is a relic of the most remote ages,
which has subsisted through all the changes that
moral or physical revelutions have operated in the
world. The records of five thousand years bear
abundant testimony to the universal diffusion of
the belief, that the skilful could read the future in
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ing is a list of the most important, arranged from

approved sources, in alphabetical order :—

Asparagus, gathered and tied up in bundles, is an
omen of tears. If you see it growing in your
dreams, it is a sign of good fortune.

Aloes, without a flower, betoken long life: in
flower, betoken a legacy. _

Artichokes. This vegetable is a sign that you will
receive, in a short time, a favour from the hands
of those from whom you would least expect it.

Agrimony, This herb denotes that there will be
sickness in your house.

Anemone, predicts love.

Auriculas, in beds, denote luck ; in pots, marriage :
while to gather them, foretells widowhood.

Bilberries, predict a pleasant excursion.

Broom_flowers, an increase of family.

Caulifowers, predict that all your friends will sllght
you, or that you will fall into poverty and find
no one to pity you. '

same kind. Two books in England enjoy an extraordinary po-
pularity, and have ron through upwards of fifty editions in as
many years in London alone, besides being reprinted in Manches-
ter, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dublin, Qne is * Mother Bridget's
Dream-book and Oracle of Fate;” the other is the “ Norwood
Gipey.” It is stated on the nuthority of one who is curious in these
matters, that there is a demand for thess works, which are sold at
sums varying from a penny to sixpence, chiefly to sexrvant-girls and
imperfectly-educated people, all over the country, of upwards of
eleven thousand annually ; and that at no peried during the lagt
thirty yeara has the average number s0ld been less than this. Tha
total number during this period would thus smount. to 330,000.












































































































































































































































































































THE MAGNETISERS. 369

information from her magnetiser, and at last said
that she could distinguish the Knave. But this
was not all; it remained for her to say which of
the four knaves. In answer to further inquiries,
she said there was black by the side of it. Not
being contradicted at all, she imagined that she
was in the right track; and made, after much
piessing, her final guess, that it was the Knave
of Clubs.

M. Berna, thinking the experiment finished, took
the card from the hands of M. Dubois, and in pre- '
sence of all the Commissioners saw that it was en-
tirely blank. Blank was his own dismay.

As a last experiment, she was tried with a sil-
ver medal. It was with very great difficulty that
any answers could be elicited from her. M. Cor-
nac held the object firmly closed in his hand close
before the bandage over her eyes. She first said
she saw something round; she then said it was
flesh-coloured — then yellow — then the colour of
gold. 1t was as thick as an onion: and, in an-
swer to incessant questions, she said it was yellow
on one side, white on the other, and had black
above it. She was thinking, apparently, of a gold
watch, with its white dial and black figures for
the hours. Solicited, for the last time, to explain
herself clearly—to say, at least, the use of the
object and its name, she appeared to be anxious
to collect all her energies, and then uttered only
the word “ kour.” Then, at last, as if suddenly
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of epilepsy. Bhe was magnetised repeatedly by
M. Dupotet in the autumn of 1837, and afterwards
by Dr. Elliotson at the hospital, during the spring
and summer of 1838. By the usual process, she
was very easily thrown into a state of deep un-
conscious sleep, from which she was aroused into
somnambulism and delirium. In her waking state
she was a modest well-behaved girl, and spoke
but little. In the somnambulic state, she ap-
peared quite another being; evinced considerable
powers of mimicry; sang comic songs; was obe-
dient to every motion of her magnetiser; and
was believed to have the power of prophesying
the return of her illness—the means of cure, and
even the death or recovery of other patients in
the ward.

Mesmer had often pretended in his day that he
could impart the magnetic power to pieces of me-
tal or wood, strings of silk or cord, &. The
reader will remember his famous battery, and the
no less famous tree of M. de Puysegur. During
the experiments upon Okey, it was soon discovered
that all the phenomena could be produced in her,
if she touched any object that had been previously
mesmerised by the will or the touch of her mag-
netiser. At a sitting, on the 5th of July 1838,
it was mentioned that Okey, some short time pre-
viously, and while in the state of magnetic lucidity,
had prophesied that, if mesmerised tez were placed
in each of her hands, no power in nature would
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be able to awake her until after the lapse of a
quarter of an hour. The experiment was tried
accordingly. Tea which had been fouched by the
magnetiser was placed in each hand, and she im-
mediately fell asleep. After ten minutes, the cus-
tomary means to awaken her were tried, but with-
out effect. She was quite insensible to all external
impressions. In a quarter of an hour, they were
tried with redoubled energy, but still in vain. She
was left alone for six minutes longer; but she still
slept, and it was found quite impossible to wake
her. At last some one present remarked that
this wonderful sleep would, in all probability, last
till the tea was removed from her hands. The
suggestion was acted upon, the tea was taken away,
and she awoke in a few seconds.*

On the 12th of July, just a week afterwards,
numerous experiments as to the capability of dif-
ferent substances for conveying the magnetic in-
fluence were tried upon her. A slip of crumpled
paper, maguetised by being held in the hand, pro-
duced no effect. A penknife magnetised her imme-
diately. A piece of oilskin had no influence. A
watch placed on her palm sent her to sleep im-
mediately, if the mefal part were first placed in
contact with her; the glass did not affect her so
quickly. As she was leaving the room, a slecve-cuff
made of brown-holland, which had been accident-
ally magnetised by a spectator, stopped her in mid

* «Lancet,” vol. ii. 1887-8, p. 585,
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delusion though it was, that it has been wholly
without its uses, . To quote the words of Bailly,
in' 1784, “ Magnetism has not been altogether
unavailing to the philosophy which condemns it:
it is an additional fact- to record among the
errors of the human mind, and a great experi-
ment on the strength of the imagination.” Over
that vast inquiry of the influence of mind over
matter,—an inquiry which the embodied intellect
of mankind will never be able to fathom. com-
pletely, —it will, at least, have thrown a feeble
and imperfect light. It will have afforded an ad-
ditional proof of the strength of the unconquerable
will, and the weakness of matter as compared with
it; another illustration of the words of the inspired
Psalmist, that «we are fearfully and wonderfully
made.” If it serve no other purpose than this,
its history will prove useful. Truth ere now has
been elicited by means of error; and Animal Mag-
netism, like other errors, may yet contribute its
quota towards the instruction and improvement of
mankind.

THE END,
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